
Conflicts of Interest (COI) Coalition
 Recommended Language for Paragraph 56
56. Request the Secretary-General, in collaboration with the Director-General of the WHO, to carry out an expert consultation with Member States, other UN agencies, civil society organisations, foundations, research and academic institutions and other relevant stakeholders to produce, by the end of 2012, a Code of Conduct and Ethical Framework to help protect the integrity of, and to ensure transparency in, public policy decision-making, by guiding interactions with the private sector and safeguarding against, and identifying and managing conflicts of interest; and by ensuring equitable participation of public interest groups in policy development, which sets out options for effective multi-sectoral action for the prevention and control of NCDs, for consideration by Member States.

Contextual and Background Information

Why the COI Coalition is calling for:

‘an expert consultation’

We want the Secretary General to oversee a transparent expert consultation process, led by WHO and involving Member States, which incorporates evidence-based input from all societal actors, and which results in a formalised process for interactions with the private sector and a set of commitments that are time-bound and measurable.

a report ‘by the end of 2012’

The end of 2012 deadline gives the UN and WHO enough time to carry out expert consultations, and to develop proposals for a Code of Conduct, which sets out an Ethical Framework, to guide effective action to prevent and control NCDs. This will help ensure transparency, and will safeguard against and manage commercial conflicts of interest.

‘options for effective multi-sectoral action’

The Ethical Framework must require that policy is informed by evidence that has been critically evaluated, ideally by systematic reviews that are conducted by independent organisations free of commercial conflicts of interest. 

(See Cochrane Collaboration intervention during NCD debate at the 63rd WHA:http://info.babymilkaction.org/sites/info.babymilkaction.org/files/NCDs%20Cochrane%202011.pdf)
A multi-sectoral approach will cover the activities of all societal actors, including the private sector. Many NCDs have their roots in the marketing and consumption, through the lifecourse, of products on which certain sectors of industry (food, beverage, alcohol and tobacco) depend for their profits, for which they are responsible to their shareholders. So the ending of harmful marketing practices is an important part of the solution.  

Voluntary incremental approaches by industry can be useful; however, independent evidence shows that these approaches are often inadequate, especially in the long term (see further reading below). The evaluation of industry pledges and practice requires ongoing independent monitoring using criteria not influenced by the body being monitored. 

For these reasons we do not believe that the private sector should have a role in public health policy development. Food and other industries have a responsibility to respect human rights, legislation and public health policies, to develop healthy products and to monitor their own marketing practices accordingly. They should provide information where required, but should not have influence on public health policy decisions. Since the profits of pharmaceutical, technology and treatment companies are also tied to NCD rates, they too should not be influencing policies.

‘a Code of Conduct and Ethical Framework’ 

This would help protect the integrity of and transparency in public policy decision-making, by safeguarding against, and identifying and managing conflicts of interest.
The Code of Conduct should:
1. Set out a clear Ethical Framework for identifying and addressing conflicts of interest, eliminating those that are insurmountable and managing those considered acceptable after a thorough risk/benefit analysis. 
2. Be used to guide any interactions with the private sector in NCD prevention and control at UN, regional or national level and to clearly differentiate between no involvement in policy development and appropriate involvement in implementation, which complies with the principles established in the Code of Conduct.
3. Be mandated at the international UN level, and adopted as good practice recommendation for action by Member States. 
Article 5.3 of the WHO Framework Convention on Tobacco Control provides an example of a framework which safeguards public health policy from the influence of the tobacco industry.
A Code of Conduct will help the UN and Member States identify and manage commercial conflicts. Transparency, although an essential requirement and first step, is not a sufficient safeguard in and of itself against negative impacts of conflicts of interest. Such a tool can be used to guide any interactions with the private sector in NCD prevention and control. 

Why we have not used the word ‘partnership’

Previous drafts of Paragraph 56 in the Political Declaration have called for the establishment of a ‘partnership’. The COI Coalition strongly opposes this language because it is open to misinterpretation and implies that all ‘partners’ are working towards a common goal. We prefer the term ‘initiative’ as this is safer and allows the nature of the interaction with various private sectors to be appropriately decided on the basis of the expert consultation and subsequent Code of Conduct and Ethical Framework.

Further reading

Hawkes, C. and Buse, K. (2011) Public health sector and food industry interaction: it’s time to clarify the term ‘partnership’ and be honest about underlying interests. European Journal of Public Health, Vol. 21, No. 4, 400–403 2011.

Ollila (2003): Global health related public-private partnerships and the United Nations)

Zammitt (2003): Development at risk: rethinking UN-Business partnerships UNRISD, in collaboration with South Centre. 

Links to analysis of voluntary measures:

http://info.babymilkaction.org/node/466
http://info.babymilkaction.org/sites/info.babymilkaction.org/files/P1PHNhawkespledges.pdf

IBFAN website links to papers on Conflicts of interest
http://www.ibfan.org/fact-sponsorship-external.html
http://info.babymilkaction.org/node/412
Template Email for Use by COI Statement Signatories

Dear [XXXXX],

I am writing to you on behalf of [insert organisation] to urge you to do all you can to ensure the inclusion of forceful and explicit language in the Political Declaration to ensure transparency in public policy decision-making, and that an effective mechanism is put in place to safeguard against, and manage, conflicts of interest when interacting with the private sector on NCD prevention and control.

I have attached suggested language on behalf of the Conflicts of Interest Coalition*, which [insert organisation] is supporting, which presses for a clear and practical approach to address this important issue. Background and contextual information is also provided, which sets out the rationale for this language and approach.

I would be most grateful if you would help ensure that this language is included in the Political Declaration so that public health is safeguarded against commercial conflicts of interest, and that real progress is made in tackling NCDs globally.

We hope you will be able to help.

Yours sincerely,

[XXXXXXXXX]

*The Conflicts of Interest Coalition comprises civil society organisations united by the common objective of securing a strong NCD Political Declaration that explicitly recognises, and clearly commits to, safeguarding public health policy-making against commercial conflicts of interest through the development of a Code of Conduct and Ethical Framework for interactions with the private sector.   
�The Conflicts of Interest Coalition comprises civil society organisations united by the common objective of securing a strong NCD Political Declaration that explicitly recognises, and clearly commits to, safeguarding public health policy-making against commercial conflicts of interest through the development of a Code of Conduct and Ethical Framework for interactions with the private sector.   
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